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Approach and Philosophy: 

Welcome to English 11. In this college preparatory course, we will explore writing, vocabulary, speaking, 

researching and analyzing as we study classic and contemporary literature.  Creative, varied assignments 

and assessments will build and fortify critical analysis and enjoyment of literature.  Strive to discover 

new characters, varied strategies and personal satisfaction along the way.  Prepare to be challenged in a 

safe, relaxed environment that promotes intellect.  Your insights and experiences are invited and 

encouraged.  

Class Rules and Expectations:  

One small word expresses a universal truth: respect. Respect yourself, each other, the faculty and 

learning. Be prepared and on time. Late work is generally not accepted unless there is an extenuating 

experience that demands attention. Please plan to make up missed work within one week’s time.  

Materials:  

Please bring a binder each day to class with paper and 5 pocket dividers. Label the dividers with these 

categories: Writing, Literature, Grammar, SAT Prep and Other. In addition, you will need pens, pencils, a 

flash drive and assorted highlighters in blue, pink and yellow. 

Literature: 

Our exploration of the American Identity and the American Dream will draw its richness from these 

works: 

 The Norton Anthology: selected essays 

 A Streetcar Named Desire (Williams)  

 The Crucible (Miller) 

 Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck) 

 Selected short stories and poetry 

 Othello  (certainly not American but entirely worthwhile and Shakespearean) 

 Selected short stories featuring Poe, Oates, Hemingway, Thurber, Chopin and others 

 Teacher’s Choice 

As a complement to our literary study, we will also view films that enrich the theme of identity and self-

discovery.  Those films include The Crucible, Of Mice and Men, 1408, I am Sam, and Othello (rated R). 

Students will be required to return a signed permission slip before viewing any R rated films; an 

alternative assignment will be provided if a student does not return a signed permission slip. 
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Grammar:  

We will study commas, semi-colons, commonly misused words, subject/verb agreement, 

pronoun/antecedent agreement, and other issues of mechanics. Grammar is taught with individual skill 

activities as well as through creative and formal writing.  SAT grammar workshops provide opportunity 

for students to develop valuable test strategies. 

Vocabulary: 

Vocabulary Level “F” provides valuable SAT practice throughout the year. It is encouraged for students’ 

comprehension and retention of vocabulary to complete the exercises in the book. However, this cost 

may be avoided if the book is returned in brand-new condition, free of markings.  Should you choose to 

purchase a Level F Sadlier vocabulary book, please make your check payable to CRS Activities’ Fund-

English.  (Checks only, please) 

Research: 

Students will complete a 4-5 page literary analysis of a short story utilizing an original thesis supported 

by literary criticism. Most importantly, research and completion of the story analysis will encompass 

lessons in developing and supporting a thesis, organizing material, peer editing, citing of material and 

meticulous planning for completion.  The research component of our course will comprise 25% of the 

marking period grade. 

Writing: 

Plan on showcasing your talents as a writer through the exploration of journal entries,  essays, poetry, 

research, script writing, SAT writing, PSSA writing and free writing. All writing should be maintained 

electronically and stored in a portfolio, which will be utilized to measure self-reflection and growth 

throughout the course. 

Grading: 

Please consult HAC frequently to see where your grade stands at any point throughout the marking 

period.  Your final average will be a reflection of your varied assignments in the areas of writing, 

vocabulary, grammar, literary studies, researching, speaking, and presenting. 

A Few Last Words: 

Trust the process…challenge yourself…enjoy where you are…anticipate 

where you will be…commit to success. 

Council Rock School District strongly encourages parents to survey the outstanding collection of challenging 

literature contained within our program. Much of the content presents important and complex ideas that 

encourage critical thinking. Any connection discussed in class is made stronger by the conversations and 

connections that are made at home. We invite you to discuss any of the elements of our courses with your child’s 

teacher. 



 


